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Catalonia declares independence; 
Spain tries to keep country intact 


U.S., other countries 
support efforts to stop 
secessionists’ plans 


By Aritz Parra 
and Ciaran Giles 
Associated Press 


BARCELONA, Spain — In one 
of the most momentous days in re- 
cent Spanish history, Spain fired 
Catalonia’s regional government 
and dissolved its parliament Fri- 
day after a defiant Catalan declara- 
tion of independence that flouted 
the country’s constitution. 

Lawmakers in the Catalan par- 
liament voted to unilaterally de- 
clare independence, prompting the 
swift crackdown by the Spanish 
government, which also called an 
early election in the region. 

Hours after Catalonia’s seces- 
sion move, the Spanish Senate 
granted the government special 
constitutional powers to stop the 
wealthy region’s move toward in- 
dependence. 

Spanish Prime Minister Mari- 
ano Rajoy’s conservative govern- 
ment then called an urgent Cabinet 
meeting late Friday, after which 
Mr. Rajoy emerged to announce 
the emergency measures, includ- 
ing regional elections called for 
Dec. 21. 

Mr. Rajoy has received support 
from outside Spain, with other 
European leaders, including Ger- 
many, France and Britain, reject- 
ing Catalonia’s claims. The U.S. ad- 
ministration also backed Mr. Ra- 
joy, after President Donald Trump 
last month branded the Catalan in- 
dependence ballot as “foolish.” 

“Catalonia is an integral part of 


Pau Barrena/AFP/Getty Images 


People celebrate in Barcelona on Friday after Catalonia's Parliament voted to declare independence from Spain. 


Spain, and the United States sup- 
ports the Spanish government’s 
constitutional measures to keep 
Spain strong and united,” U.S. 
State Department spokeswoman 
Heather Nauert said in a state- 
ment. 

The main opposition Socialist 
and pro-business Citizens parties 
support Mr. Rajoy’s stance on Cata- 
lonia, and many Spaniards outside 
the region are scornful of Catalo- 
nia’s secession ambitions. 

Also supporting Mr. Rajoy’s 


warnings of trouble in Catalonia if 
it forges ahead with its secession 
bid, more than 1,500 businesses 
have moved their official head- 
quarters out of Catalonia this 
month to ensure they can continue 
operating under European Union 
laws if Catalonia secedes. 

The EU says Catalonia will be 
tossed out of the bloc if it leaves 
Spain and would have to apply to 
become a member, a lengthy pro- 
cess. 

In Barcelona, Catalonia’s re- 


gional capital, Mr. Rajoy’s an- 
nouncement in a televised address 
was greeted with jeers and whistles 
of disapproval from crowds who 
had gathered at the gates of the 
government palace to celebrate 
their parliament’s moves toward 
independence. 

“Its not about suspending or 
meddling in the self-government 
[of Catalonia], but to return it to 
normality and legality as soon as 
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Deal could 


clear way for 
Penn Plaza 
development 


in E. Liberty 


By Patricia Sabatini 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


After more than two years of 
sparring over the Penn Plaza 
development in East Liberty, 
the parties involved have made 
peace. 

The site’s developer, the city 
of Pittsburgh and neighborhood 
groups reached a deal Friday 
that ends all litigation and 
clears the path for the develop- 
ment to move forward. It also 
meets the city’s desire to replace 
lower-income housing lost 
when the Penn Plaza apartment 
complex was demolished at the 
site. 

Under a consent order ap- 
proved in Allegheny County 
Common Pleas Court on Fri- 
day, Pennley Park South, an af- 
filiate of developer LG Realty 
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City of Pittsburgh names its new fireboat “Sophie Masloff 


By Adam Smeltz 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Equal parts remembrance and 
celebration, a riverside ceremony 
Friday saluted Sophie Masloff as 
Pittsburgh named its new fireboat 
for the late mayor. 

“She was not just our grand- 
mother, but [one for] the entire 
City of Pittsburgh,” said grand- 
daughter Jennifer Busia, 40, of Car- 
negie, who christened the $560,000 
boat. Ms. Masloff always wanted 
“to save others,” she said. 

The only woman to serve as 
Pittsburgh mayor, Ms. Masloff was 
City Council president when 
Mayor Richard Caliguiri died May 
6, 1988. She succeeded him to com- 
plete his term, then won her own 
four-year term as mayor in Novem- 
ber 1989. 

“T think Sophie would be really 
happy — because if there was any- 
thing to be said about Mayor 
Masloff, she cared deeply about 
people,” Mayor Bill Peduto said at 
the ceremony. “It came from her 
upbringing in the Hill [District] 
and her understanding of struggle 
and understanding that all people 


Darrell Sapp/Post-Gazette 


Michael Busia holds up his daughter Scarlette, 3, with Jennifer Busia and 
Mayor Bill Peduto looking on, to trigger the siren of Pittsburgh’s new 
fireboat named for Mayor Sophie Masloff after its dedication Friday. 
Michael and sister Jennifer Busia are grandchildren of the late mayor. 


“But at the end of the day, I be- 
lieve that she would be very proud 
because this boat will serve on the 
rivers that she loved,” Mr. Peduto 


tect people. It will watch over peo- 
ple. It will be what she was to the 
city: amatriarch.” 
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Charges 
reported 
m Mueller 
probe 


on Russia 


By Ginger Adams Otis 
New York Daily News 


The first round of charges in 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
ongoing investigation into Rus- 
sian meddling in the 2016 U.S. 
election were approved Friday 
— but it’s still not known what 
they are or who they target. 

A federal grand jury in Wash- 
ington, D.C., approved the 
charges, CNN reported Friday 
night, citing sources briefed in 
the matter. 

The network said plans were 
being made to take anyone 
charged into custody on Monday. 

But with the charges still 
sealed under orders from a fed- 
eral judge, it’s impossible to 
know who might be involved. 

CNN said a spokesman for 
Mr. Mueller’s office declined to 
comment. 

The special counsel has been 
digging into allegations of Rus- 
sian involvement in the 2016 pres- 
idential campaign since May. 

Mr. Mueller’s been focusing on 
potential collusion between mem- 
bers of the presidential campaign 
for Donald Trump and Russia. 

Mr. Trump is also part of the 
probe for possible obstruction of 
justice for his alleged efforts to 
impede the investigation. 

CNN reported that investiga- 
tors are also scrutinizing Mr. 
Trump and his associates’ fi- 
nancial ties to Russia. 


Prosecutor- 
turned-addict- 
turned-bank 


robber speaks 
at Duquesne 


By Rich Lord 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


When someone asks him 
why users don’t just tough it out 
and quit heroin, Andrew J. 
McKenna sometimes tells them 
about the week after his sixth 
bank robbery, when he endured 
full-blown withdrawal in a jail 
cell in upstate New York. 

He’d been through the 
sweating, cramping, vomiting, 
loss of bowel control, periods of 
semi-consciousness, sleepless- 
ness and hypersensitivity be- 
fore. This time, the former 
Marine and federal prosecutor 
was “hoping to die, wanting it 
to end, asking God to take me.” 
But he held on, because he 
didn’t want his young sons to 
blame themselves for his 
death. 
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